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Catfish Creek, Dubuque, Iowa

OUR MISSION
To help Iowans restore, protect, and enjoy our rivers
OUR VISION
Clean, free-flowing Iowa rivers teaming with life, surrounded by
diverse landscapes, and connecting vibrant communities

Letter from the

CHAIR

Iowa Rivers Revival had another great
year with many achievements thanks
to incredible volunteers, a hard-working board of directors, and excellent
staff.
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We need to expand the DNR’s excellent Low-Head Dam Mitigation and
Water Trails program to include a river
restoration ethic that protects and enhances some of Iowa’s most treasured

n,

IRR’s board of directors, after
input from our supporters,
made the decision to
pursue an Iowa River
Restoration Program.
We felt that funding
and focus to help
improve Iowa’s rivers were overlooked
and underprioritized.
Iowa does invest in
watershed protection to
improve water quality, but
often there is too little focus
on in-stream issues, such as habitat
and nutrient pollution.

river segments. Following the success
of the Iowa Lakes Restoration Program,
an Iowa Rivers Restoration Program
could also establish priority project
areas and guidelines for natural, ecological restoration practices —
making the most efficient
J erry P
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use of both government
ku
m
and private dollars to
restore Iowa’s rivers.
Clean and healthy
rivers
produce
abundant fish and
wildlife and wonderful recreational
opportunities. Adequate attention and
funding for cleaner rivers is required to ensure
Iowa’s rivers will be cherished
and enjoyed by future generations.
Iowa Rivers Revival is committed to
protecting and improving Iowa’s rivers.
Thank you for your continued support
of our mission and efforts.

Letter from the

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Iowa Rivers Revival is pleased to present the 2013 Annual Report as a way
to showcase and reflect on last year’s
milestones and successes. IRR was
founded only six short years ago, and
since then we have grown and
honed our niche for protecting, improving and enjoying Iowa’s rivers.

quality and long-term benefits to citizens, our communities, and our landscape.
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Iowa’s rivers and streams are treasured
by many, despite poor conditions.
IRR is committed to working
with all Iowans to inspire
the passion, ethic and
innovation required to
IRR’s board, advisors,
restore Iowa’s rivers.
volunteers, and staff
IRR
achievements
have worked tireand successes are
lessly to develop
due to all of Iowa’s
programs like Rivriver lovers: our gener Rascals and the
erous donors, dediMaster River Stewcated
volunteers, and
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ards Program to cultidevoted
supporters. I
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vate river advocates and
look forward to working tostewards across the state.
gether toward a future where
We have successfully advocated
Iowa’s rivers are protected and cherfor consistent, dependable funding ished for generations to come.
for Iowa river programs. We have led
efforts to educate and earn support Thank you.
of the Legislature, Governor and river
advocates to establish a program that
develops river restoration priorities and
guidelines ensuring improved water
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OUR HISTORY
In March 2006, a coalition of individuals, state agencies, and
nonprofit organizations organized the inaugural “Iowa Rivers Revival” conference. There,
the need for a statewide organization committed to river advocacy, conservation, and education was affirmed. Following
the conference, a dedicated,
core group of volunteers continued to meet monthly to develop the mission and vision for
a new statewide river organization, including an agenda of
programs and priorities to protect and enhance Iowa’s rivers.
Iowa Rivers Revival was officially incorporated by the state of
Iowa as a non-profit organization in November 2006 and received federal non-profit status
in March 2009.

OUR PHILOSOPY
IRR is committed to protecting
the 72,000 miles of rivers and
streams in our state, among
our most precious natural resources. IRR works to engage
individuals, organizations, communities, and our government
leaders in river awareness, responsibility, and protection in
an effort to improve water quality and the condition of Iowa’s
waterways, ensuring a healthy
and lasting resource for future
generations.
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Awarded “River Town of the Year” to Central City, Iowa and
“River City of the Year” to Dubuque, Iowa for efforts in
protecting and maintaining water quality, and promot
ing the river as a community asset.
Delivered IRR’s Master River Stewards Program to 20 participants in the Des Moines
and Raccoon River watersheds in May
and June 2013. The program focuses on river systems, paddling and
navigating skills, knowledge about
restoring aquatic habitat and improving water quality, and understanding policies related to river
protection and restoration.
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Participated in the Iowa Children’s Water Festival in Ankeny for the fifth year,
facilitating breakout sessions for five
different groups of 5th graders and
raising awareness about local water resources and our daily interactions with
rivers.
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“Iowa
Rivers Revival is
working with Iowa’s
towns, cities and river lovers to restore our waterways
as beautiful, safe places to
enjoy, work and recreate.”
— Rosalyn Lehman, Des
Moines Register,
March 2013

Led IRR’s River Rascals program for the fifth year in the
Des Moines area in August 2013,
offering ten urban youth a unique
river experience, including paddling
instructions, water safety, river etiquette, river biology, water quality, and
water monitoring.
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Authored an Op-Ed that appeared in the Des
Moines Register on March 1, 2013, titled “A
Call to Iowa to Revive Our Rivers” to raise awareness about the importance, need, and benefits of an
Iowa River Restoration Program.
To increase awareness about IRR and river issues, board
members, advisors, and staff delivered over 40 programs,
presentations, or exhibits.
Increased and diversified IRR’s supporter and friends list.
Provided public communications and outreach about IRR
and river-related news, events and opportunities through IRR’s
e-News, direct mail, the IRR website, and print and social media.
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Capacity

Advocacy

Celebrated
over
100 supporters as
2013 River Champions, IRR’s program
that recognizes donors who contribute
$250 or more annually to IRR.

Successfully advocated for a $1M appropriation from the
“Rebuild Iowa Infrastructure Fund (RIIF)” for Iowa’s LowHead Dam Mitigation and Water Trails Program.
Hosted the annual Legislative Reception, a gathering for
Iowa’s legislative leaders and river supporters to connect
about Iowa river issues and experiences. The reception
included a program to highlight recipients of IRR’s annual awards of River Town (Central City) and River City
(Dubuque) of the Year.

2013 River Champions were honored
at “The River from
the 22nd Floor”
event in July at
the home of Dave
Hurd and Trudy
Holman Hurd. The
event
included
magnificent panoramic views of
the Des Moines
River and a presentation about Des
Moines River history.

Facilitated opportunities for members and supporters
to meet and contact legislators to advocate for IRR’s
2013 legislative priorities. These included support
for an Iowa River Restoration Program; continued funding for the Low-Head Mitigation and
Water Trails Program; and sustainable funding to protect and enhance Iowa’s natural
resources through REAP and the Natural
Resources Outdoor Recreation Trust
Fund.
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Championed river restoration at
the Iowa Statehouse and successfully encouraged the Iowa
Legislature to convene an Iowa
Rivers and Waterways Interim
Study Committee to explore
the need for a statewide restoration program.
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toration program. On December 11, 2013, the Des Moines
Register published IRR’s OpEd, “$300,000 Requested for
River Plan,” to summarize the purpose of the Interim Committee and
information presented at the meeting.
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Developed a detailed river restoration fact
sheet for supporters and policy-makers with
an overview of river restoration practices and
methods to achieve successful outcomes.
Met and continued contact with the Governor
and staff to discuss legislative priorities for rivers.
Met and continued communication with Iowa DNR
leadership about an array of river issues.
Delivered timely legislative updates to supporters providing current legislative information and encouraging
legislative contact about the importance of our rivers and
river policy issues.
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Honored Fred and
Charlotte Hubbell in
September for their
dedicated support of
IRR with a recognition
cruise on the Jon Anderson White Riverboat on
the Des Moines River. The
event raised over $10,000.
Received a $5,000 REAP
CEP grant to continue facilitating the Master River
Stewards Program.
Redesigned IRR’s website and e-News newsletter; adding new content
and a more user-friendly
and professional format.

Increased the number
of supporters who
contribute financially
from 73 to 167.
Diversified and broadened statewide board
membership.

2014 GOALS
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Continue to deliver and expand
Strengthen legislative Continue to identify grant
the highly successful Master Rivsupport by identifying
opportunities to strengther Stewards Program and River
supporters in key legisen IRR’s capacity to advoRascals.
lative districts.
cate for change in water
quality protection.
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Member

Expand IRR’s outreach to current and
prospective supporters and partners via
e-News, direct mail, website, and social media.

ard

Significantly
increase
and diversify IRR’s supporter and donor lists.
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timing opportunities and broaden
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for impacting leg- statewide
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Invite applications and
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IRR’s funds have been used carefully and
select the River Town
Deliver timely
efficiently, and are essential to our growing
of the Year that exLegislative Upeffectiveness and impact.
hibits a commitment
dates to river
in protecting and
supporters
maintaining water
about legisCarryover from 2012		
$13,732.38
quality and promotlative issues,
Total Income 2013		
$88,660.02
ing the river as a
encouraging
Total Expenses 2013		
$89,105.02
community asset.
legislative
Balance end of 2013		
$13,287.38
communicaStrengthen
IRR’s
tion about the
network by identiimportance
fying key local leadof our rivers
ers working on waterand river policy
shed and river issues
issues.
and build partnerships.

Mayor Roy Buol, Laura Carstens, and Robin Fortney, IRR Secretary

Bob Brammer, IRR board member, Jason Levenhagen, Mayor Don
Gray, LaNeil McFadden, and Nancy Goodlove

DUBUQUE

CENTRAL CITY

This historic city is in the midst of a renaissance in its relationship to the Mississippi River – improving recreation, protecting
the environment and bolstering its economy. Dubuque has accomplished a remarkable turnaround over the last couple decades, and the river is right at the heart of it all. Dubuque is
a great example of public officials, community leaders, civic
organizations, businesses, and citizens who refocused on their
river to improve quality of life. Dubuque is thriving on teamwork, partnership, and community involvement.

For the past dozen years, Central City has been revitalizing its
relationship to the Wapsipinicon River. Central City is a great
example of an Iowa town that values and features its river. The
leadership, foresight and remarkable collaboration of the Central City Mayor and City Council, City Park & Recreation Board,
City staff, Central City Main Street, the Mainstreet Design Committee, the Linn County Conservation Board and staff, civic organizations, and many other volunteers and citizens led to opportunities that connect residents and visitors to the “Wapsi.”

These collaborative efforts have led to the transformation of
the Port of Dubuque, showcasing the river’s influence on residents and visitors. The “daylighting” of Bee Branch Creek is a
unique and innovative example of the community embracing
its local stream resources by opening up the historic creek that
was buried in a storm sewer more than a century ago. Other
features are the 11mile Dubuque Water
Trail that runs along
the Mississippi River
and Catfish Creek; the
Catfish Creek Watershed Management
Authority (CCWMA),
a multi-jurisdictional organization working on
water quality, flooding,
and other issues in the
57-square-mile watershed;
and an extensive biking and
hiking trail system spanning
45 miles along the river front,
connecting the Mississippi to
community parks, the downtown, and some of Dubuque’s
oldest neighborhoods.

After the Flood of 1999, Central City responded by working with
FEMA to buy out flood-plain properties, and dedicated the land
primarily to be riverfront parks. The parks have added attractions and drawn more visitors. More people are fishing, canoeing, walking, biking, kayaking, paddle-boating, and beautifying
the parks with gardens and plantings.

IRR’s 2013 River Town of the Year

IRR’s 2013 River City of the Year

Locations of IRR board members
Locations of River Town and River City of the Year award recipients since 2007
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Up to $100
Janet Adams
Roy Adolphson
Cecelia Arnold
Emily Babin
Robert Baker and
Sandy Lint
Charlotte Shivvers
Kaye Lozier
Janet Bannister
Sherman Lundy
James Barnhart
Leslie Maach
Daryl Beall
Amahia Mallea
Mary Boles
Judith McClure
Allen Bonini
Mark and Kathy
Dennis Caneff
Metelman
Mike Carberry
Don Motz
Richard Chapman
Charles Nixon
Jack Fischles
James and Mary
Heather Flory
Norton
John and Rosalie
KJ and Dan Rebarcek
Gallagher
Michael Richards
Karla Gavin
Michael Russell
John Gilbert
Duane Sand
Phyllis Goodman
Linda and Lee
WC Hamilton
Scheuermann
Michael and Susan
Mel Schlachter
Holderness
Mark and Barb
Mike Jahnke
Schmidt
Patricia and Paul
Lee Searles
Johnson
Ginger Soelberg
Mark Kane
Robert Summerfelt
Ellen King and Curtis
Theresa Tikovitsch
Sytsma
Jon Vernon
Linda Kinman
Wayne and Phyllis
Erwin Klaas
Wasta
Pat Knueven
Teri Williamson
Mike and Jane LaMair
Richard and Jane
Nathan Lein
Worm
Richard Leopold
Carolyn Levine
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$500 +
Linda Appelgate
John and Jane
Baty
J.C. and Sue
Brenton
Robert and Susan
Fleming
Diane Ford
Kate Garst
Larry Gullett
John Jordan
John and Naomi
McCormick

gifts for a specific purpose
to IRR. Gifts are tax-deductible. Go to iowarivers.org
or contact Rosalyn Lehman
at 515.724.4093 or
rlehman@iowarivers.org.
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$1,000 +
Mark Ackelson
Elizabeth Garst
Rachel Garst
Susan and Richard
Heathcote
Iowa Natural
Heritage
Foundation
Pioneer
Larry and Kathi
Zimpleman

$250 +
Steve and Rachel
Ballenger
Randy and Karly
Beavers
Pat Boddy and
Robert Davis
Harry Bookey and
Pamela Bass
Arden Borgen
James Carney
Central Iowa
Paddlers
Hugh Clatterbuck
Bill Covington
and Connie
Struve
James Cownie
Tim and Lea
Delong
Rick Dietz and
Carol Hansell
David and Kathy
Dorff
Dr. Kathy Elsner
and Dr. Steve
Adelman
Mark Engelbrecht
James and Cheryl
Erb
Marilyn and
Chuck Farr
James and Allison
Fleming
Robin Fortney
Richard Gibson
Tom and Tina
Hadden
Khanh Hamilton
Michael and
Debbie Hubbell
Rusty Hubbell
David Hurd and
Trudy Holman
Hurd

$100 +
Jerry and Susan
Anderson
Margo and Don
Blumenthal
Joseph Bolkcom
Robert Brammer and
Marti Anderson
Don Brazelton
Sue Caley
Mike Delaney and
Dell Radcliffe
Richard and MaryLou
Doak
Randy Duncan
Barbara Eckstein
Mark Edwards
Patti Jo Edwardson
Robert Eells
Kamyar Enshayan and
Laura Jackson
James and Denise
Franck
Kevin Griggs
Molly Hanson
Roger and Sarah
Lande
William Leonard
Tom Levis
Connie and Robert
Mutel
Kay Meyer and Rusty
Martin
George Naylor
David Osterberg
David Rasey
Gerry Rowland
Robert Sessions
Doug Seyb
Sierra Club, Central
Iowa Chapter
Mary Skopec
Larry and Margaret
Stone
Carol Sweeting
James Throgmorton
Gregory Vitale
Beth and Larry Wilson
Luke Wright
Karen and Gary
Youngberg
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$2,500 +
DNR Water Trails
Program
Iowa Foundation
for the Environment and the
Arts
Jerry Peckumn
Polk County
Conservation
Raccoon River
Watershed
Association
REAP Conservation Education
Program
Mike Smith

Martha James
and Michael
Myszewski
Susan Judkins
Josten
Cliff Kessler
Larry Kirsner
Diane Krell
Rosalyn Lehman
and Dana
Lacquement
Jim Liechty
Kristi and William
Lozier
William Main
Katherine
McCarville
Brian McGarvey
Dr. Daniel and Dr.
Andrea McGuire
Terri and Chuck
McNeley
David Miles
Mike Murphy
Richard Neumann
Kent Newman
Hank Ostwald
Sally Pederson
Doug Reichardt
Cindy Reitz
Robert and Kay
Riley
Ann Y. Robinson
John and Janis
Ruan
Robert Sayre
Buzz Schwartz
Bryan Shiffler
Brian and Ann
Soenen
Al Sturgeon
Julie Thomas
Sandy Thompson
Steve Veysey
Mimi Wagner
Donald Wall
John Wenck
James Windsor
Michael and
Marne Woods
Alan Zuckert
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$5,000
Des Moines Water
Works
Charlotte and
Fred Hubbell

Ned and Marcie
McPartland
David Oliver
Jim and Cindy
Pease
Lynette Seigley
Dennis Woodruff

generous contributions of our supporters
have provided the foundation
for Iowa Rivers Revival to develop
priorities and programs to address
problems and solutions concerning
Iowa’s rivers and streams. The funds
have been used carefully and efficiently, and are essential to our
growing effectiveness
You can make
and impact.
unrestricted gifts or
Thank you!

VIVAL!
RE

$10,000
Growing Green
Communities
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River Champions are supporters who contribute $250 a year
or more to IRR or raise $250 from others. Being a “River
Champion” means that you strongly support IRR efforts to
mobilize Iowans to defend, protect, restore, and celebrate
our rivers and streams. It’s a strong commitment to very
important work.
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Iowa Rivers Revival
PO Box 72
Des Moines, Iowa 50301
Board
Jerry Peckumn, Chair
Larry Gullett, Vice Chair
Robin Fortney, Secretary
Mike Smith, Treasurer
Mark Ackelson
Linda Appelgate
Robert Brammer
Susan Heathcote
Kata McCarville
Mary Skopec
Molly Hanson
Advisors
Pat Boddy
Kate Garst
Nate Hoogeveen
Mark Langgin
Jim Pease
Steve Veysey
David Williamson
Staff
Rosalyn Lehman, Executive Director
Jenn Dreier, Administrative Coordinator
Ann Y. Robinson, Interim Executive Director

The growth and success of Iowa Rivers Revival is
a direct result of the commitment and dedication
of its supporters and volunteers. Together we can
ensure cleaner rivers for future generations.
Iowa Rivers Revival
PO Box 72
Des Moines, Iowa 50301
515.724.4093
rlehman@iowarivers.org
For more information about Iowa Rivers Revival,
visit us at www.iowarivers.org

