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Four Mile Creek Clean-up organized by the Iowa Rivers Revival Green Iowa AmeriCorps interns



Our History
In March 2006, a coalition of individuals, state agencies, 

and nonprofit organizations organized the inaugural “Iowa 
Rivers Revival” conference. There, the need for a statewide 

organization committed to river advocacy, conservation, 
and education was affirmed. Following the conference, a 
dedicated core group of volunteers continued to meet 

monthly to develop the mission and vision for a new 
statewide river organization, including an agenda of 

programs and priorities to protect and enhance Iowa’s rivers. 
IRR is a 501©(3) non-profit organization.

Our Philosophy
Iowa Rivers Revival is a non-profit statewide leader in river 
education and advocacy and is committed to protecting 

some of our most precious natural resources—our rivers and 
streams. IRR works to engage individuals, organizations, 

communities, and government leaders in river awareness, 
responsibility, and enjoyment to improve and enhance the 
condition of Iowa waterways—ensuring a quality, safe, and 

lasting resource for future generations.

Our Mission
to help Iowans restore, protect, and enjoy our rivers

Our Vision
clean, free-flowing Iowa rivers teeming with life, surrounded 
by diverse landscapes, and connecting vibrant communities

Iowa Rivers Revival

Molly Hanson, previous Executive Director, leading volunteers 
on Four Mile Creek during the clean-up.

River Restoration Toolbox Participants learning how to survey a 
stream in Ames, Iowa.
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Our 2019 Accomplishments
Outreach
Hosted two Green Iowa AmeriCorps members through the 
University of Northern Iowa’s Center for Energy and Environmental 
Education. Erin Atchison and Clarissa Klostermann helped IRR 
throughout the spring and summer by organizing a creek clean-up 
on Four Mile Creek. They also created two videos and two podcasts 
about the issues Iowa rivers are facing and some solutions to 
enhance the Master River Stewards program curriculum. To watch 
and listen, check out the Education – Master River Stewards Program 
tab on our website. 
 

Continued work on the Iowa River and Stream Restoration 
Framework through the help of IRR’s Technical Advisory Committee. 
As we continue to grow our partnerships and expand our knowledge 
about rivers and restoration in Iowa, we rely on many talented allies 
to keep us on track. This Technical Advisory Committee has been 
an invaluable source of information and research sharing. This 
impressive group of university researchers and professors, engineers, 
state employees, and non-profit professionals are helping us grow 
the vision for river restoration in Iowa.

Capacity Building
We could not do what we do without our supporters! IRR had 51 
“River Champions” last year. River Champions are donors who give 
$250 or more in a year. We had a total of 140 household donors and 
12 organizational donors helping us reach our goals in 2019. 
 

New Board Members. IRR was pleased to add Peter Levi to our 
board in 2019. Dr. Levi, Assistant Professor of Environmental 
Science and Sustainability at Drake University, has interests in the 
function of streams, rivers, and reservoirs from both a theoretical 
and applied perspective. His primary research focus is the function 
and biogeochemistry of stream ecosystems, particularly how human 
activities may affect these processes, such as land-use change 
or stream channel restoration. He teaches Principles of Geology, 
Hydrology, and Global Biogeochemistry as well as others in the 
physical Earth sciences.

Advocacy 
Led a successful lobbying effort to reinstate $500,000 to the Dam 
Mitigation and Water Trails program through the Iowa Department 
of Natural Resources. In 2018, the legislature zeroed out funding 
for this DNR program, which is an appropriation in the Rebuild Iowa 
Infrastructure Fund. This program supports projects around the 
state to address dam safety, habitat improvement, and recreational 
development all resulting in community and river revitalization. 
 

Continued working on fully funding Iowa’s Water and Land Legacy 
(IWILL). IRR’s priority of bringing Iowans together in support of 
immediate, permanent, reliable, sustainable funding aimed at 
improving Iowa water quality, protecting soil, enhancing wildlife 
habitat, and increasing recreation opportunities remains. With a 
small increase in our state’s sales tax (3/8ths of a penny), it would 
generate close to $180 million annually, with over 60% going to 
water quality issues. 
 

Hosted a Lobby Day and Popcorn Party at the Iowa State Capitol 
with the help of Republican Representative Bloomingdale from 
Northwood Iowa. We were able to discuss with a handful of 
legislators the importance of rivers, water trails, and dam mitigation.

Financial Summary
IRR’s funds have been used carefully and 

efficiently and are essential to our growing 
effectiveness and impact.

 Carryover from 2017 $91,749.78           
  Total income  $210,107.63         
  Total Expense $155,637.36         
 Balance End of 2017 $146,220.05        
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Iowa’s River Restoration Toolbox is a two-part series 
of best management practices developed to assist 
designers in stream stabilization and restoration 
projects. 

This toolbox focuses on natural techniques in 
streambank stabilization and stream restoration 
that provide multiple benefits with the most 
cost-effective options. The toolbox helps users 
understand the driving factors that cause an 
unstable stream segment to erode or damage 
infrastructure. It takes the user through the major 
steps of stream assessment, including field-collected 
stream survey data, key stream stability issues, 
and multiple practices and techniques that are 
appropriate for the type of restoration project.

In 2019, we conducted two Level 1 workshops and 
one Level 2 workshop for technical professionals 
and others:

• June 2019: Level 1 workshop in Ames with 19 
participants representing five states

• May 2019: Level 1 workshop in Solon with 
21 participants, in partnership with Johnson 
County Conservation Board

• October 2019: Level 2 workshop in Clive IA 
with 30 participants

 
For a full list of trained professionals visit our website 
at: www.iowarivers.org/river-restoration-graduates.

What is the River Restoration Toolbox?

Level 1 workshop participants in Solon, Iowa.

Participants for Level 1 Workshop in Ames, Iowa.
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Iowa Rivers Revival presents the River Town of the 
Year award each year to a community that exhibits a 
commitment to protect and maintain water quality, 
and promote the river as a community asset. In 2019, 
Guttenberg was named “River Town of the Year” for 
its long history and passion for protecting the legacy 
and quality of the Mississippi River. Guttenberg’s 
success in protecting and enhancing their river is 
characterized by a rich mix of public and private 
cooperation and partnerships. Previous IRR River 
Towns of the Year include Dubuque, Central City, 
Charles City, Webster City, Elkader, Coon Rapids, 
Cedar Falls, and Decorah.

River Town of the Year: Guttenberg

Locations of River Town & River City of the 
Year award recipients since 2007

Guttenberg, Iowa.

Molly Hanson, previous IRR Executive Director, presenting 
the River Town of the Year award to Guttenberg.
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Thank you!

IRR’s mission is helping Iowans restore, protect, and enjoy Iowa’s rivers. 
It is an honor to work tirelessly for the 70,000 miles of rivers and streams in 
this state and the people that love them. This important work would not be 

possible without the generous support of our funders and donors. 
This year was no exception. 

BIG thanks to our funders:

The McKnight Foundation 
Confluence Brewing Company 

Confluence Architecture

 

Support Iowa Rivers Revival!
The generous contributions of our supporters have provided the foundation 

for Iowa Rivers Revival to develop priorities and programs to address 
problems and solutions concerning Iowa’s rivers and streams. These funds 
have been used carefully and efficiently, and are essential to our growing 

effectiveness and impact. You can make unrestricted gifts or gifts for a 
specific purpose to IRR. Gifts are tax-deductible. Go to www.iowarivers.org, 

or contact us at 515-350-4387 or info@iowarivers.org.

Getting out on the Des Moines River in Fort Dodge, Iowa6



$10,000 +
Confluence Architecture
Confluence Brewing Company
Kate Garst
McKnight Foundation

$2,500 +
Charlotte & Fred Hubbell
Recreational Equipment, Inc.

$1,000 +
CanoeSport Outfitters
Robert and Susan Fleming
Elizabeth Garst and Darwin
   Pierce
Diane Lowry
Mike Smith

$500 +
Harry Bookey and Pamela Bass 
   Bookey
David and Kathy Dorff
Calvin and Kathleen Hansen
Susan and Richard Heathcote
Michael and Debbie Hubbell
John and Naomi McCormick
Terri and Chuck McNeley
Ned McPartland
Pioneer Hi-Bred
Paul Schickler
Cheryl Young

$250 +
Mark and Susan Ackelson
Linda Appelgate
Atlassian

Backwater Paddlers
Emily Bahnsen
Steve and Rachel Ballenger
John and Jane Baty
Margo and Don Blumenthal
Jacqueline Comito
Richard Dietz and Carol Hansell
Dr. Kathy Elsner and Dr. Steve 
   Adelman
Mark Engelbrecht
Vern Fish
James and Allison Fleming
Diane Ford and Chris Rinner
Harvey Harrison
Fred Heinz and Cheryl Ross
Matt Kaufman and Melissa Dale
Cliff Kessler
Peter Levi
Jack and Marlene Lytle
Thomas and Lorraine May
Kay Meyer and Rusty Martin
Peter Moore and Lisa Schulte 
   Moore
Mike Murphy
Connie and Robert Mutel
David Oliver
Riley Family Fund
John and Janis Ruan
Lynette Seigley
Thomas Skadow
Richard and Diana Sloan
Steve and Martha Stephenson
James Todd
Steve Veysey
Donald Wall
Kim Wall

Roy Adolphson and Joy Ellen Harvey
C and J Andrews
Deanna Baker
John Beard
John Beitler
Don Brazelton and Sandra Taylor
Campbell’s Nutrition
Cedar Valley Paddlers
Mary Chicoine
James and Karen Colbert
Frank Cownie
Brian Davis
Linda Dawe
Barbara Eckstein
Mark Edwards and Patsy Larson
Kamyar Enshayan and Laura Jackson
Tom and Dana Ericson
Charles and Marilyn Farr
Jess and Mary Fauchier
Troyce Fisher and Deb Groath
Kevin and Catherine Fitzpatrick
John Forbes
Robin Fortney
John and Vicki Gallagher
Judy German
John and Beverly Gilbert
Jenny Goodman
WC Hamilton
Muffy and Henry Harmon
Lana and Ted Hatten
Lisa Hein
Debra Henriksen
David Hoffman
Charlene and Brian Joens
Craig Kelinson
Dorothy Kelley
Ellen King and Curtis Sytsma
John and Lynn Koester
Susan Lahr
Mike LaMair
Sarah and Roger Lande
Robert and Amy Leming
William and Lois Leonard
Richard Leopold
Amahia Mallea
Robert and Sharon Maloy
Judith McClure

Nicholas McNeley
Michael Messman
Cheryl and Victor Moss
Julie Neisius
Leslie Nelson
Kent Newman
Thomas O’Donnell
Kent Ohms
David Osterberg
James and Cindy Pease
Robert Pickett
Pingora Outdoors
Marleen Pugach and William Rickards
William and Jackie Romp
Gerry Rowland and MC Scott
Barbara Royal
Katherine Rupp
Betsy Salsberry
Duane Sand
Daria Schmidt
Mark and Barb Schmidt
Doris Schuler-Maloney and Brian  
   Maloney
Robert Sessions
Richard and Carol Shannon
Side Garage
Jarrod Siegel
Skunk River Paddlers
Rose Sloven
Kerri Sorrell
Suzanne Stills
Larry and Margaret Stone
Shawn Studer
Al Sturgeon
James Throgmorton
James Urban
Tim and Toni Urban
Gary and Patricia Van Dyke
Gregory Vitale
Richard and Ann Volin
Tim Wagner
Michael and Debra Walsh
Lawrence and Jody Watts
Kevin and Chris Wilbeck
Barbara and Larry Winters
Karen and Gary Youngberg

River Champions River Supporters
River Champions are supporters who contribute $250 a year or 

more to IRR, or raise $250 from others. Being a “River Champion” 
means that you strongly support IRR efforts to mobilize Iowans to 

defend, protect, restore, and celebrate our rivers and streams. It’s a 
strong commitment to very important work.
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Board
Matt Kaufman, Board Chair
Staci Williams, Vice Chair
Mike Smith, Treasurer
Robin Fortney, Secretary
Linda Appelgate
Larry Gullett
Susan Heathcote
Peter Levi
Chuck McNeley
Jerry Peckumn

Mary Skopec

Advisors
Mark Ackelson
Pat Boddy
Bob Brammer
Kate Garst
Mark Langgin
Jim Pease
Ann Y. Robinson
Duane Sand
Steven Veysey

Staff
Molly Hanson, Executive Director
Jenn Drier, Assistant Director

The growth and success of Iowa Rivers Revival is a 
direct result of the commitment and dedication of its 
supporters and volunteers. Together we can ensure 

healthier rivers for future generations.

Iowa Rivers Revival
PO Box 72

Des Moines, Iowa 50301

 515-350-4387
info@iowarivers.org

For more information about Iowa Rivers Revival,
visit us at www.iowarivers.org


